[Georg Forster's outline of a "science of man"].
The major focus of the article is on Georg Forster's mode of elaborating a "science of man" in its theoretical and cultural contexts. The study aims at identifying Forster's distinct interest in the specificity of mankind and his interpretation of both the reasons for its diversity and its different stages of development. Forster, the articles argues, used a historicized version of Enlightenment natural history in order to analyse man a s a natural as well as a cultural being. At the same time, put anachronistically, Forster constituted the reciprocity of physical and cultural anthropology. However, he differs from Enlightenment historical thinking in that he interprets history as a contingency. Finally, the article maintains that Forster deliberately conceived of the "science of man" as a multidisciplinary empirical science.